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WORAWA STUDENTS SHINE
IN SCHOOL PRODUCTION OF
THE SAPPHIRES
See page 2 for more details 						

Worawa’s first musical ‘Sapphires’ takes to the stage

Stephen Gaughan and Scotch boys perform ‘My Girl’

For more information visit worawa.vic.edu.au

PARTNERSHIP
PROGRAM WITH
SCOTCH COLLEGE
On Sept 12, twenty-five Worawa
College students travelled to Scotch
College to join the Scotch College
Indigenous Partnership Program
students for our last afternoon of
shared activities for the year. Each
Thursday afternoon throughout this
year, Scotch College has generously
hosted up to thirty-five Worawa
College students for learning
experiences in their extensive library,
followed by shared activities with
Scotch’s Indigenous Partnership
Program boys. Our trips to Scotch
College have been the highlight of the
week for many Worawa students this
year. The focus of our activities this
term has been the preparation of the
dances, sets and table decorations for
‘The Sapphires’ production.
We are especially grateful to Marnie,
Yudha and Morgana who have
organised our shared activities with
the boys each week; to Amanda,
for her enthusiastic assistance and
teaching sessions in the library; and
to the mothers of the boys from the
Indigenous Partnership Program
who have so kindly provided us with
a delicious afternoon tea each week.
We look forward to continuing our
partnership activities in 2014.

Scotch College Indigenous
Partnership Program students
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WORAWA STUDENTS SHINE IN SCHOOL
PRODUCTION OF THE SAPPHIRES
The Sapphires Project began as
an idea in 2012 when Executive
Director, Lois Peeler decided
it would be the next major arts
project for the College. The
power of the story was that it
was a modern Aboriginal story.
After creating a College version
of the story, the plans were
made and the process began.
The Executive Director
shared some of her personal
experiences and insights with
the girls.

Casting
A day was selected for the girls
to audition for the roles, and
an experienced Drama teacher
assisted in the process. Entering a
real experience of an audition was
an important part of the learning

process. Auditioning required
preparation, dedication and
confidence. After reading, acting and
singing, four Sapphires were found
and a wonderful cast of girls who
could sing, act and dance.

was quickly highlighted as girls had
to come prepared to each rehearsal,
knowing lines and choreography. As
rehearsals went on, rigour was vital
as the initial excitement wears off
and the hard-work takes its place.

Rehearsing

Team work was the emphasis

Rehearsals started off with great
enthusiasm. Respect, Responsibility,
Relationship and Rigour are the core
values of the Worawa Program and
each of these were the basis of the
Rehearsal Program. Working with a
variety of students to make a show
required mature assessment of
relationship. Respect of the process
and the need to learn lines and
movement were imperative. Respect
for the efforts of others was central.
The girls learned quickly that if we
didn’t support one another as we
rehearsed there wouldn’t be a show.
Responsibility for our own learning

Every performer and assistant
was important to the success
of the show. There were over 20
girls directly involved in a stage
role. From ‘Sapphires’ to chorus,
from acknowledgement to a final
speech, the whole event required
that each person was giving their
very best effort.

Singing their hearts out!

Partners
There were many fabulous partners
involved in Worawa’s ‘Sapphires.’
A wonderful staff band from Wesley
College helped make the night a

success. They learned all the required
music and supported the students
brilliantly. A wonderful performing
arts student from Yarra Valley
Grammar, Lachie Wall, played the
male lead. Dani Sibosado, an RMIT
student played a lead role with great
professionalism. A wonderful group of
students from MLC added colour and
flair to the song ‘Soul Man.’ Scotch
boys sang and danced to ‘My Girl’
and added a highly entertaining male
presence to our show.
Many others added their expertise:
from direction and choreography, to
set making and wardrobe.

The Big Night
Worawa’s first musical was an
ambitious undertaking. As the girls
gathered for their first role as the
residents of Cummeragunja, through
playing Vietnamese waitresses,
soldiers, nurses, protesters, show-

Laurel Robinson (Original Sapphire)
Aunty Pam (Elder) The Hon Jeanette Powell,
(Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)

girls their rehearsals paid off. They
each did a fantastic job. The Sapphire
leads also sang, acted and danced
with great professionalism. The night
of the performance was a colourful,
‘soul’ experience that exceeded
our expectations. The production
was brilliantly executed by the
young, first- time performers. The
production culminated in a moving
rendition of Ngarra Burra Ferra by
the original ‘Sapphires.’ The audience
applauded for some time! We were so
proud of all the students achieved.

Outcomes
There is a lot required of performers.
Some of it is described earlier in this
article. Students in the Sapphires
Project had to engage in reading,
learning and interpreting a script,
learn blocking for the stage, learn
music and lyrics, learn choreography,
participate with and encourage
others, learn to project their voice

and consider audience needs when
performing, understand the order of
a show. Students had to overcome
natural fear of performance, accept
the efforts of others and believe in
their own ability and work ethic.
They needed to be brave, strong
and accepting. After the show many
students expressed how proud they
were of themselves and how pleased
they were that they had not given
up, even when it was getting tough
to maintain the effort towards the
end of the rehearsals. They were so
pleased that they had really ‘done it.’
‘The Sapphires’ was a success before
it actually went on stage. The show
was the reward for all that went on
before. Well done, Worawa girls!

Sapphires production chorus

Worawa Careers and Pathways

We Believe in Education, Culture + Wellbeing
CURRICULUM
HAPPENINGS
Literacy - code switching in the
English classroom
Students in Black group have been
working on code switching tasks in
English. Students who are able to
code switch competently are able to
switch between two languages and
are able to translate and explain to
others with ease.
The class have read a book called “The
Binna Binna Man” which has many
elements of Kriol and Aboriginal English
incorporated into the text. After a number
of tasks to practice taking writing
from Aboriginal English into Standard
Australian English, the students were
assigned a passage of the book to code
switch into Standard Australian English.
Although some found this task
challenging, the students worked well
to support each other and produced
some excellent work. For many this
is a skill they will use at home, but it
is also one they will use in western
environments where the ability to
communicate between different groups
in society is necessary.

Maths
This term the maths class set up a
clinic and a chemist shop. This allowed
the students to practise measuring
using decimals. The girls stocked the
shelves with lotions and potions that
they made themselves. They needed to
carefully measure the quantities, make
an attractive label, price and mark the
millilitres.

The Lab
The focus in Term 3 has been
“Chemistry of Food.” During the term
we have examined what is in food that
helps to keep us healthy and which
foods are best to eat. We have had a
good look at different types of bush
foods, from bush bananas to witchetty
grubs, kangaroo to turtle eggs. We
have had the opportunity to conduct
a number of experiments too. Some
students got to use a Bunsen burner
for the first time! We tested soft drinks
to find out how much sugar they
contain and made sugar crystals. The
girls will now know which foods they
should be eating, and the nutrients we
need to keep healthy and strong. We
look forward to seeing the girls again
next term when we will take a good
look at the brain – the body’s computer.

Media Program
Term 3 has been jam packed with
exciting opportunities for the students to
partake in media making. Every Monday
afternoon a group of eight girls travelled
to RMIT University in Melbourne’s
CBD to do their own hour-long radio
program. This initiative was run through
the Student Youth Network’s “Schools
On Air” program which is designed
to enable school aged youth to gain a
solid introduction to the media world
by training them to create their own
content, correctly use studio equipment
such as microphones and the control
panel, understand the Australian Media
code of ethics and how to have fun and
be interesting whilst on-air. The girls
had a huge amount of fun with their

trainers, Travis and Anita, who did an
incredible job of making every Monday
enjoyable The importance of this
initiative is to provide our students with
opportunities to explore their creativity
and develop professional skills as a
pathway to future employment.
A fantastic new opportunity called
the Oral History Project began this
term to make use of some wonderful
new video recording equipment and
Apple computers the school recently
purchased.
A small group of girls were selected
to partake in the project with the aim
of training them to use professional
video recording and editing equipment
to record Aboriginal oral histories.
Under the tutelage of professional
photographer and documentary maker
Dave Callow, the girls have learnt how
to use and manipulate a professional
standard video camera, boom
microphone, and the Adobe Premiere
video editing program.
Next term will provide an exciting
culmination to the project with the
students being given the opportunity
to interview and record the oral history
of some Aboriginal Elders to create
a movie. We hope that the girls will
take their new skills with them when
they return to their communities
and engage in the important work of
preserving culture. and challenging.
It was a real pleasure to see our
students find their own voice and
mature into confident, insightful
presenters. Well done radio girls!

They investigated the profits being
made through marketing Aboriginal
beauty and health products in
Australia. The clinic was set up beside
the chemist and the students role
modelled taking a child to the clinic to
be weighed and measured. They then
looked at the maths involved in creating
and interpreting growth charts. They
also studied the way blood pressure is
measured and graphed.

HAIRDRESSING AT
WORAWA
Worawa girls in these classes
have the opportunity to explore
their career interests and
undertake activities that uncover
their skills and attributes
which can then be aligned to
various job roles. Also, some
special excursions have been
conducted in term two. Worawa’s
involvement in the Weenthunga
Health Day for Aboriginal health
professionals was attended by
those wishing to be doctors,
nurses or midwives. It was
a fantastic day with the girls
hearing from many Aboriginal
women about their various
professions and the journey
undertaken to achieve. Another
excursion took those interested
to the local Ringwood Law
Courts where students sat in on
civil and criminal cases – with
much interest! The Magistrate
and workers from; dispute
settlement, domestic violence,
family support and RAJAC,
informed the students on the
legal proceedings and services
available at Court. Next term we
are looking forward to a day visit
to a Navy Base!

A High Tea to celebrate success of
‘Pathways to Womanhood’ program

Enjoying on-air time

Student Youth Network’s “Schools On Air” program

POLYTECHNIC

Worawa students are undertaking
units in Hairdressing through Box
Hill TAFE. The students at Worawa
have spent 9 short weeks embarking
on an introduction to hairdressing as
part of their pathways to woman hood
program. The class has a holistic
approach to learning and they have
embraced their learning and exceeded
all expectations with fabulous Results.
The girls have shown great respect
and enthusiasm soaking up the
intricacies of braiding, massage, and
industry knowledge. Sessions are
based on hairdressing knowledge
coupled with life skills that they can
then share with their communities.
The girl’s abilities shone when
they were able to contribute to the
hairstyles for the Sapphire Production
this term with confidence and skill.
Next term the girls will be introduced
to colour and its subtleties.

An up-do hairstyle

Clara and Mum

The girls involved in the Certificate
II Rural Operations have really
progressed this term developing their
skills for propagating and pressing
plants. Their participation in the unit
Aspects of Local Indigenous Culture
means that they are continually
learning about how to consult with
Elders and maintain Aboriginal culture
when conducting projects. An excursion
to the Gateway Estate allowed the girls
to see an organically run hydroponic
enterprise for capsicum, strawberries
and basil. Our class has also had the
privilege of visiting and working with
the Candlebark Native Nursery where
the operator has an extensive native
seed collection and only practises
natural ways of plant propagation,
including using smoke water. It was
a real treat for the students to work
with Tim and we hope his approach
to conserving the environment and
working sustainably is more widely
adopted by the community!

Tjangili, Putji, Marla, Nangala and Laka potting
up the parsley seedlings they had earlier
propagated from seed

Zarkeema practices
public speaking

Executive Director Lois Peeler and
students took part in the Indigenous
Fashions Unearthed event during
Spring Fashion Week
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DENTAL VAN VISITS
WORAWA
This term it has been great to have
the dental van arrive and commence
providing care to the students here
at Worawa. EACH (Eastern Access
Community Health) have set up the
van, which has been situated near
the dining room. Dental care is very
important, both for good health now,
and in the future. Education about
dental hygiene and the importance of
regular brushing and dental visits have
been provided for the students. All
students will be given the opportunity
to visit the dentist in the van. As can
be seen from this picture, it is a very
well appointed, state of the art dental
facility. This has enabled students
to have access to not only dental
assessments, but dental care and
procedures as needed. The van will
stay on site until all students have
completed their course of care.

Dental van check up

WORAWA’S CRICKET
SUCCESS
This term, a group of Worawa students
have been taking part in a weekly
cricket program run by SEDA and
Cricket Victoria. The participating
students have learnt the basic skills of
cricket, batting, bowling and fielding.
This was the first time playing cricket
for many of the students, however, the
skills they displayed did not reflect
this. Many of the students picked up

on the game straight away and showed
a true raw talent for the game. After
the five week program concluded,
eight students were selected to play
in a Yarra Valley cricket competition
against schools in the local area.
Worawa students Jamie Lee, Griselda,
Alliyanna, Nicka, Bernice, Shanelle,
Regina and Naomi made up the winning
team. Over the course of the day the
team played three games, winning all
of them by over 120 runs. This then
took the girls through to the play off for
the winning flag. The team took it all in
their stride, comfortably hitting the ball
in all directions and fielding together
like a true team. Worawa won the final
by over 100 runs, taking them to the
next level of competition which will be
the Zone finals in November. Well done
girls on such an impressive debut to a
new sport!

THE DEADLY DASHERS
On a freezing Sunday morning, early
in the term, 10 Worawa students were
selected to participate in ‘The Age,
Run Melbourne’ 5 km fun run in the
city. We joined the ‘Deadly Dashers’,
a running team from the ‘Aboriginal
Family Violence Prevention & Legal
Service Victoria’. Although Aunty Pam
wasn’t running in this race (she had
run a half marathon the week before),
she did lead us proudly to the starting
line. We looked very professional in
our ‘Deadly Dashers’ training tops
and hand painted caps. $7000 was
raised for the Aboriginal Family
Violence Prevention emergency relief
fund and our girls felt very proud to
be a part of their team. Next term,
the whole school will participate in
the Monbulk Fun run and the funds
raised from this community event
will go to constructing a running and
fitness track on the College grounds.
The track will enable the girl’s access
to a pathway that will help them to
improve and develop their fitness all

year round. So save the date, Sunday
November 10th, 2013. It will be a great
day and hopefully, will raise a lot of
money for a great cause.

Aunty Pam

WORAWA STUDENTS
ATTEND HEALESVILLE
SANCTUARY UNVEILING
OF WILLIAM BARAK
SCULPTURE
On August 15, a select number of
students and staff joined Wurundjeri
Elders, the Zoos Victoria Board and
CEO, Healesville Sanctuary’s Director
Glen Holland and staff at Healesville
Sanctuary to celebrate the Sanctuary’s
connection to Coranderrk with the
unveiling of ‘Between Two Worlds’, a
sculptural dedication to Wurundjeri
Leader William Barak. The event
was also attended by local politicians
and special visitors from Melbourne
schools and communities. Worawa
students enjoyed participating in the
proceedings and sharing lunch with
the official guests.

Girls at the unveiling of the sculpture
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