Presentation Day
Wednesday 14th December 2016

Acknowledging and rewarding the achievement of our
students. Keynote Speaker - Deborah Cheetham AO

Welcome to the Worawa Presentation Day 2016
Today we will acknowledge and reward the achievement of our students. With more than
three decades of a proud history of focusing on delivering a unique curriculum that honours,
supports and fosters Aboriginal Culture and heritage, Worawa is a place where girls come to
reconnect with their own history, foster their culture and increase in their knowledge of being
a part of the world’s oldest living culture, whilst preparing to ‘Walk in Both Worlds’.
Today Worawa boasts an enviable curriculum model that views learning through an
Aboriginal lens. Aboriginal values of Relationship, Responsibility, Respect and Rigour
are foundational to all programs offered at the College. Two-way learning, the sharing of
knowledge, allows Worawa students to become strong and proud in their Aboriginal culture
and empowered to be able to chart their own futures. Today we have the opportunity to see
our students doing just that.

Presentation Day Keynote Speaker - Deborah Cheetham AO
Deborah Cheetham, Yorta Yorta woman, soprano, composer and educator has been a
familiar voice in the Australian arts landscape for more than 25 years. In the 2014 Queen’s
Birthday Honours List, Deborah was appointed as an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO),
for distinguished service to the performing arts as an opera singer, composer and artistic
director, to the development of Indigenous artists, and to innovation in performance.
In March 2015 Deborah Cheetham AO was inducted onto the Victorian Honour Roll of Women.
Deborah is Artistic Director of Short Black Opera a national not-for-profit opera company
devoted to the development of Indigenous talent. Her landmark opera Pecan Summer at the
Sydney Opera House was a huge success.
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Chairman’s Comments
Dear Friends,
I thank you for having joined us today to celebrate the achievements of our students.
Since its establishment in 1983, Worawa has had demonstrated success in assisting
Aboriginal students to establish themselves in Australian society with a strong sense of
Aboriginal identity and self-esteem, bridging the two cultures.
Today, Worawa is proud to be a school that caters specifically for Aboriginal young women.
The Worawa integrated model of Education, Culture and Wellbeing provides a holistic
education where students are encouraged to develop academically, culturally, spiritually
and socially to their full potential.
College relationships with students’ home communities are valued and are critical to students’
wellbeing and learning. We are therefore pleased that many families are able to join with us
as we celebrate student achievement. Music, song, ceremony, performance and dance are an
important part of Aboriginal life and cultural celebration. Today our students will share with you
some aspects of the performing arts - our way.
A warm thank you to our valued friends and supporters for joining with us in our
celebrations today.

Mark Thomson
Chairman
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Cultural Acknowledgment
We acknowledge the Kulin Nation, in particular the Wurundjeri, traditional custodians of
this land. We honour the ancestors of all Clans that walked this land of Coranderrk.

Worawa is an Aboriginal word meaning eagle
The eagle is the emblem of Worawa Aboriginal College. The Wedge-tailed Eagle has a
strong presence in Aboriginal custom and mythology. The ancient story of Eagle and Crow is
at the core of Aboriginal culture.
Many south-eastern moieties are named after Eagle and Crow. In the land of the Kulin
Nation of Central Victoria the Spirit Ancestor Bundjil takes the form of an eagle.
The College’s founder Hyllus Maris chose the eagle not only for its totemic representation but
also as Australia’s largest and most powerful bird. The eagle’s exceptional powers of sight and
soaring flight provide compelling symbols of strength and leadership for Worawa students.
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School Poem ‘Spiritual Song of the Aborigine’
I am a child of the Dreamtime People
Part of this Land, like the gnarled gumtree
I am the river softly singing
Chanting our songs on my way to the sea
My spirit is the dust-devils
Mirages, that dance on the plain
I’m the snow, the wind and the falling rain
I’m part of the rocks and the red desert earth
Red as the blood that flows in my veins
I am eagle, crow and snake that glides
Through the rain forest that clings to the mountainside
I awakened here when the earth was new
There was emu, wombat, kangaroo
No other man of a different hue
I am this land
And this land is me
I am Australia.
Hyllus Maris 1934-1986
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Awards Ceremony 2016
Program – Commencing at11.00am
	Call to Ceremony – Smoking Ceremony
Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners – Worawa students
Welcome – MC Kylie Belling
	Australian Chamber Orchestra Inspire Quartet & Didgeridoo compilation
with Koorie Musician Robert Bamblett
Traditional Dance group
Musical rendition by Yorta Yorta soprano Deborah Cheetham AO
Principal’s address
Student speech
Contemporary Dance Presentation
Keynote Address – Ms Deborah Cheetham AO
Parents Address
Anthology Launch
Student Awards
Guest artist Lillee Walker; Short Black Opera with Worawa student group.
Closing Remarks
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The Arts at Worawa
2016 has been a time of renewal that has seen the College move from strength to strength.
A highly successful Debutante Dreaming event, a Cadet Ranger Program, success in
sport, participation in the University of Melbourne RISE Camp, Kids Teaching Kids and an
exchange program with Pymble Ladies College are among some of the publicly recognized
successes the College has enjoyed. Enhanced focus on improving the learning through
integrated Cultural Studies, Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Art and Well-being as well
as strengthened partnerships with a range of institutions to provide career pathway
opportunities have underpinned the holistic program.
The next exciting stage in our unique College’s development is a new curriculum that is
based even more deeply in our Aboriginal Culture. From an Aboriginal perspective, the arts
incorporate our rich heritages expressed through narrative, song, dance and visual artistic
expression. Using the ancient traditions of narrative and the arts, emphasis will be on
Aboriginal ways of knowing, doing and being.
The Arts at Worawa must reflect the diversity and uniqueness of Aboriginal Australia.
This will include traditional and contemporary arts practices, personal and community
narratives, new perspectives and expressions of identity and spirituality, and the stories and
experiences of contemporary Aboriginal Australia - ‘Continuing the Narrative’.
2016 saw the commencement of this approach with students working with award winning
Indigenous author Tony Birch to write their stories, contemporary dance with Rheannan Port,
art with Gamilaraay artist Akiria Rose Armstrong, language and culture with Djetja Zeta and
guest cultural teacher Aunty Lorraine. Highlights of the year are outlined in the Year Book
produced by our media students. We are excited about continuing the narrative – our way!
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Thank you to all staff for supporting students to be the best that they can be.
Instrumental to the support of our students is the assistance the College receives from our
dedicated volunteers who provide valued support to our students through the academic,
sport , recreation and spiritual programs and the provision of homestay.

Worawa Aboriginal College
Phone: 03 5962 4344 | Email: admin@worawa.vic.edu.au | ABN: 18 371 286 615
visit worawa.vic.edu.au
Aboriginal children must be educated in the way of our people.
They must learn their history, about their great ancestors, the language
and the law. It’s time for them to know and understand themselves.
They must also be educated in the ways of the society in which they live,
in the very vest of what it has to offer, so they can truly be part, not only of
Australia’s past, but also its present and future.

Pastor Sir Douglas Nicholls
At the opening of Worawa, 1983

We Believe in Education, Culture + Wellbeing

